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Research Abstract

Scientific studies have proven that the various branches of
knowledge are interconnected, each supporting and reinforcing the other.
This demonstrates the overlap and integration among the Islamic sciences,
which all derive from a single source — divine revelation — as revelation
serves as a witness over all forms of knowledge. These sciences assist in
understanding the meaning and objectives of revelation, correcting the
misconception that there exists a sharp division or real contradiction
between the SharT'ah-based disciplines. Such an assumed division often
arises from superficial or formal differences in terminology, structure, or
subject matter, while these sciences in fact share common methodological
foundations, principles of affirmation and negation, sources of inference and
deduction, and unified epistemological and argumentative bases.

Based on this interrelation, the researcher sought to integrate two
disciplines that appear, at first glance, to differ methodologically and
substantively — Qur’anic exegesis (tafsir) and the principles of Islamic
jurisprudence (usiil al-figh). The study aims to establish a new scientific
approach that formulates shared foundations and general criteria
combining the rules of both ustl al-figh and tafsir, in order to evaluate
scholarly opinions regarding the interpretation of legal (ahkam) verses in
terms of acceptance or rejection.

The researcher divided the study into an introduction, three main sections,
and a conclusion:

*The first section explores the concept of method and methodology,
discussing their linguistic and technical definitions and distinguishing them
from approach (tarigah).

*The second section presents the theoretical foundation of juristic
exegesis (tafsir usili), defining it both linguistically and terminologically.
*The third section elaborates on the methodology of juristic exegesis,
explaining both the methodology of tafsir and that of ustl al-figh, and
introducing a new framework for the methodology of tafsir usilt.

The researcher employed the inductive method to trace scholarly
interpretations of Qur’anic texts, and the deductive method to extract
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general rules from the comprehensive meanings of these texts, as both
methods are most suitable for studies in Islamic scholarship.

The study reached several significant conclusions, among them:

eThere exists a complementary relationship between tafsir and usil al-
figh.

eThe level of understanding and deduction among jurists varies according to
the extent of their mastery and comprehension of the methodology of
juristic exegesis.

*The methodology of ijtihad in juristic exegesis serves as a scientific
standard by which the validity of exegetical opinions can be assessed.

The study also presents several key recommendations, including:
eEncouraging scholars and exegetes to give due attention to the disciplines
related to tafsir — especially in the areas of inference and deduction — in
order to strengthen their juristic reasoning skills and minimize errors in
interpretation and fatwa.

Reminding the Muslim community of the urgent need to refer to qualified
scholars and jurists in matters of religion, to ensure sound understanding
and adherence to correct scholarly methodology.
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