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Abstract:

This study investigates the future trajectory of linguistic theses and
dissertations at Umm Al-Qura University by assessing their current state,
comparing them with earlier research patterns, and identifying emerging
directions in response to ongoing technological and epistemic
developments. Adopting a descriptive-analytical framework informed by
foresight methodology, the study analyzes a sample of master’s theses and
doctoral dissertations in linguistics produced between Y¢+Y AH and Y¢¢V
AH. The findings indicate that heritage-oriented topics continue to occupy a
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significant place in linguistic scholarship, while contemporary linguistic
research, interdisciplinary perspectives, and applied studies are increasingly
prominent. The analysis further identifies computational linguistics, Arabic
natural language processing, applied linguistics, and digital discourse
analysis as particularly promising areas for future inquiry. Accordingly, the
study recommends revising graduate programs, enhancing integration
between linguistic and technological disciplines, and fostering collaborative
supervision and research partnerships to maintain a balance between
scholarly tradition and the requirements of the digital transformation era.
Keywords: Linguistic Theses, Linguistic Research, Umm Al-Qura
University, Linguistic Studies, Computational Linguistics, Foresight
Studies.
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